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HAFTARAH FOR YOM KIPPUR MORNING
[SAIAH 57:14-58:14 |

This haftarah is drawn from prophecies addressed
to the Judean community neat the end of the 6th
century B.C.E. The words were spoken sometime
after Cyrus the Mede had conquered Babylon and
issued a decree (in 538 p.c.z) allowing subject
populations; like the Judeans, to refurn to their
native lands and practices. It is unclear whether
this series of prophecies 18 addressed to Judeans
«till in exile or to members of the restored com-
_mupity in Zion. As a reading for Yom Kippur, the
prophet’s words cranscend their original setting,
opening a path for piety and repentance.

‘The people are cold of God’s concern for the
contrite, of His healing forgiveness for the meek
in spirit. This word of hope is followed by an ex-
hortation dealing with the sins of the House of
fstael. Although. they seek God daily; “like a na-
tion that does what is right” (Isa. 58:2), they are
mindless of their duplicity and evil deeds. A pow-
erful instruction in religious action follows, inan
attempt to shatter the crust of ritual formalism
and moral blindness. If the people talce this teach-
ing to heart, the prophet promises them the light
of God’s presence and the healing waters of re-
newal. A final word celebrates Shabbat rest, as a
sign ofa cransformed religious consciousness and
commitment to God.

To inculcate a transformation of religious con-
sclousness and action is the dominant concern of
this haftarah. The Lotd calls to the prophet:
“Clear a road! / Remove all obstacles / From the
road of My people!” (Isa. 57:14). This road is no
mere physical highway Jeading from exile to the
homeland, but a path of inper rencwal, leading
from “greed” toa® contrite” spirit (vv. 15--17) and

from duplicity and contentionto compassion and

justice (58:3-7,9-10). Inwardness thus involves
the cultivation of humility and empathy; virtues
that form the keystone of rebuilt religiosity. God
will bless such a life with light and healing
(57:18-19, 58:8,10~11),

 The instruction that God will answer only
those who help the oppressed; the hungry, and
the poor (58:6-7)—-1ot those who merely afflict
their bodies—captures the essence of the proph-
et’swords. The commitment to God is condensed
into an injunction to upholc_i the sénctity lof'
Shabbat (58:13). It is such a commitment that is

desired, not merely eagerness for thie neatness of

God (sec 58:2). .

The prophet’s rhetotic stresses the misuse of
fasting to stress the values of social responsibilicy.
He does not wholly condemn ritual acts such as
fasting, What he condemns is false piety, partic-
ularly when it is accompanied by deeds of op-
pression and wickedness. God does not desire
such behavior any more than He condones sol-
emn “assemblies with iniquity” (Isa. 1:13). Ritual
must be grounded ina spiritual core of moral sen-
sibility and action.

RELATION OF THE HAFTARAH
TO THE CALENDAR

The Talmud designates this hafiarah as the pro-
phetic reading for Yom Kippur morning (BT Meg.
31a). Rashi notes that this is because of its focus
of repentance, emphasizing the phrase “No, this
is the fast I desire” (Isa. 58:6). This phrase is fol-
lowed by a series of instructions for a reformed
religious life.

The language of fasting and self-affliction in
Isa. 58:3-5-—especially the phrase “we starved
our bodies” (ininn mzﬁhez'nu)ﬂ—echoes the texmi-
nology of the Torah reading for Yom Kippwr
morning (see Lev. 16:31). Juxtaposing these two
readings in a synagoguc service invites congre-
gants to reflect on the relationship becween ritual
acts and their spiritual purpose. At the center of
Jewish piety are the moral challenge and the cri-
tique of ritual that this haftarah ofters.
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5 714[The Lorp] says: RIsh YR tJ

Build up, build up a highway!

Clear a road!

Remove all obstacles

From the road of My people!

15For thus said He who high aloft
Forever dwells, whose name is holy:
I dwell on high, in holiness;

T dwell on high, in holiness;

Yet with the contrite and the lowly in spirit—
Reviying, the spigité of the lowly,
Reviving the hearts of the contrite.
16For I will not always contend,

I will not be angry forever:

Nay, I who make spirits flag,

* Also create the breath of life.

17For their sinful greed I was angry;
I struck them and turned away in My wrath.
Though stubborn, they follow the way of
their hearts, o
18] note how they fare and will heal them:
I will guide them and mete out solace to
them,
Andto the mourners among them 1%hearten-
) in;g; comforting words:
Tt shall }je well, .. _
Well with the far and the near
o —-said the Lorp—
And T will heal them.
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" Isaiah 57:14. Build up, buildup Doubling lives of the lowly (Radak, ibn Kaspi). This the-
- of words is-a stylistic hallmark of Isa. 40-66. This ology is-also expressed in a personal prayer: “The

feature scrves to reinforce and energize the con-  LorD is close to the brokenhearted; / those
tents of the speech (Radak on Isa. 40:1). crushed in spirit He delivers” (Ps. 34:19).

15. He who high aloft / Forever dwells He- 19, It shall be well, | Well with the far and
brew: ram v'nissa shokhen ad, This depiction of the near God’s blessing of shalom is extended
divine transcendence, above and beyond the toall those who merit divine healing and comfort
wortld, is followed immediately by a statement of (. 18). An old tradition interpreted “the far” as
God’s indwelling in the woild, God’simmanence.  the righteous who obseive the Torah from “of
These are the two poles of biblical theology. old,” and “the near” as those who repent and turn

Yot with the contrite and the lowly in spirit to Torah now (Targ. Jon.). '
Despitc His exalted status, God is present in the '
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20Byt the wicked are like the troubled sea
Which cannot rest,
Whose waters toss up mire and mud.
21There is no safety

, —said my God—
For the wicl;éd.

5 8 ny w1th full throat, without restraint;
Raise your Vo1ce hke a ram s horn!

Declare to My people their transgression,
To the House of ]acob then: sin.

2To be sure, fﬁhey seek- Me daily,

Eager to learn My ways.

Like a nation that does what is right,

That has not abandoned the laws of its God,

They ask Me for the nght way,

They are eager for the nearness of God:
Why, when we fasted, 'did You not see?

When we starved our bodles, did You pay no
heed?” " B

Because on yout fast day " -

You see to your, business

And oppress all your laborers!

4Because you fast in strife and contention,

And you sltrlfke with a wicked fist!

Your fasting today is not such

As to make your voice heard on high.

5Is such the fast I desire,

A day for men to starve their bodies?

Is it bowing the head like a bulrush

And lying in sackcloth and ashes? -

Do you call that a fast, ‘

“ A day when the LORD is favorable? o

. 20, the wicked are like the troiibled sea. In-
ner turbulence gives them fio rest, and keeps them
far from God.

WIR DI DWW
i x5 opwn
10 WY TR WM
ofby TR

w-r‘m PR
| o -nwww‘y

']wnn‘m ':1.‘1"11:1‘ m‘vl nj

1‘717 BT 18w
“hywn m.v‘: T
~nnxon 373;1 nm‘:n

T DY D ‘lmm 2
Twnnﬁ”wbﬁ”hmw
iy TPy A
a1y x‘: iR unwm
DTY-ToBYn m‘mwv
Yo oK NP
R K7 ¥ a2
V- K] MpD1 iy

-+ DRy o it
YRImIRYan

RN BIRYIN
Datssp Sarparim iy PR INE
YW IR iahiniy i)
R )
n:‘m DiRa. :v‘xnw-:‘v
AR Dy T iR s
wh) oIk DY 01
WY TAIRD §O7T]
Yy "BR) PP

* Didmxpn NI
iy iy i




1243 ISAIAH 58:6 HAFTARAH FOR YOM KIPPUR MORNING : AT AV ZKS

6No, this is the fast I desire: "ITT'TUJN 'L'J"!.'SJ{ N':'[I Nﬁ'?f] 6
To unlock fetters of wickedness, 17‘@}'1 3'1'1;'.\" BN ‘l'_l.lt'ﬂ.‘_B
And untie the cords of the yoke pin NIRRT
To let the oppressed go free; ' omemn ‘Djyt]y—.] . n‘?'f-_m
To break off every yoke, : . ‘:""I;@;m. Tﬂg'lh%;'l
7]t is to share your bread with the hungry, ?]731'15 h:.‘.’-!.l? Uhl? Nﬁ%}j ;

And to take the wretched poor 1‘nto your N KR DTN D

7931 Dy XN
1Oynn Ky Tvam

home;
When you see the naked, to clothe him,
And not to ignore your own kin.

8Then shall your light burst through like the . ?]'T]N Rlni’ie Ry AT T8
davn -  mpYD TR 30
And your healing spring up quickly; - ARy ok 1m
Your Vindicator shall march before you, . : - $7BORT MM "n;j
The Presence of the Lorp shall be your rear njyn T ‘N-ji? M IR
guard, . . : _ 23377 N""j YR

9Then, when you call, the Lorp will ahswer; 0N Lp.-] AN YTOR-OK

IRTI2T) VaYR noy
D] 1Yy pam
Viawn Myl won
TIR R

When you cry, He will say: Here I am.
If you banish the yoke from your midst,
The menacing hand, and evil speech,

10And you offer your compassion to the

hungry
And satisfy the famished creature— {OTIIYD AN75K)
Then shall your light shine in darkness, Toan Mmoo
And your gloom shall be like noonday. ‘ ?]VJBJ \1'1"1]'['.}{ ¥ yhapm
UThe Lorp will guide you always; Y':h'yn'a NNYY)
He will slake your thirst in parched places ‘_n-l 29 ‘D-,ll,tn
And give strength to your bones. ST ’IQIQ?“NB WK D"P;; N )5;‘1733"]

You shall be like a watered garden, D?ﬁy M \?]?3?3 31 12

Dp‘!plﬂ ‘1‘1‘[1“‘1"1‘! 7:['9'1}3
q7 X2p)

Like a spring whose waters do not fail.
12Men from your midst shall rebuild ancient

ruins, RS
You shall restore foundations laid long ago. gL ‘T:[J\
And you shali be called NP7 NIATNI 23wy
“Repairet of fallen walls, ﬂbl"I nagn 2Wh-nK s

Restorer of lanes for habitation.”
13If you refrain from trampling the sabbath,
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From pursuing yout affairs on My holy day;

If you call the sabbath “delight,”
The Lorp’s holy day “honored”;

And if you honor it;and go not your ways

Nor look to your affairs, nor strike bargains—
14Then you can seek the favor of the LorD.
I will set you astride the heights of the earth,
And let you enjoy the héfitzig‘e of your father

Jacob— . |
For the mouth of the Lorp has spoken.

H B

Isaiah 58:14. For the mouth of the LorD has
spoken Thisisa technical formula used to recall
and reapply an earlier prophecy or instruction.
Here the divine promise in this verse— T will set
youastride [# Birkavtikhi] ‘the heights of the earth
|l bamotei aretz], | And let you enjoy [ve-
ha-akhiltikhd) the heritage [#nabalat] of your fa-
ther Jacob’—evokes the Song of Moses (Deut.

98:14 ° HAFTARAH FOK YUM KIFEFURK IVIURINLINAT [ . L

32:9,13). Thete, with sifailar languaée, the pebn
ple are told that Jacob is the Lord’s portion, or”- i«

heritage (nabalaro), and that He sustained him
(va-yokbal) and “set him “atop the highlands
[yurkiveibii al bawintei arers).” That account of di-

yine care is now trangformed into a prophecy of - .y

future beneficence—a new settlement in the land,
made conditional upon Shabbat observance.

; .
L

W Bfa e Ny

Y NW7 DY)

AR T W7

AT iYR T

3T IR YR Xiyhn
by v

YIX Snmp by 303
AR 2pyT N PRIKT
S o mimm e




